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[Information for Participants]

1. Please register at the registration desk upon your arrival, located in the third floor at Sapporo Medial
Technology, Welfare, and Dentistry Professional Training College.

2. The conference fee for two days is ¥4,000 (¥4,500 at the door) for members and ¥5,000 for non-members.
Please pay through the on-line registration by June 1 or at the reception desk during the conference.

3. As for lunch, there are convenience stores and restaurants in neighborhood, so this conference will not deal
with the order of lunch boxes.

4. The convention dinner will be held at a Japanese Izakaya restaurant near the conference site. The fee is ¥5,000,
payable only in advance by the on-line registration, or at the conference desk on a first-come-first served basis
(limited to a few people).

5. Books are to be on sale and some refreshments are available near the reception desk.

6. Smoking is strictly prohibited on and around the building.

[To Presenters]

1. All rooms are equipped with projectors and screens. Please bring your own computer and RGB cable. If you
are a Mac user, please bring it with a cable connector. You are advised to try out the equipment prior to your
presentation, either before the first session starts or during lunch time.

2. The length of presentation is 30 minutes including questions and answers. Please adhere strictly to the
punctual start and finish times of the presentation.

3. In case of cancellation of the presentation, please notify the Office of Academic Services in advance, or any
accidental cancellation should be notified by an e-mail to all three addresses listed below.

[To Session Chairsl
1. Please be at the designated room 10 minutes prior to the start of the session.
2. Strictly adhere to the start and finish times of each presentation.
3. In case of cancellation, do not proceed immediately to the next presentation but leave the time slot intact. You
will be notified when any accidental cancellation should happen beforehand.

[To JCA Officers]

1. JCA officers meeting will be held at 14:00 through 17:00 on Friday, June 8, at Sapporo Medial Technology,
Welfare, and Dentistry Professional Training College.

General Inquiry:
Satoshi Hasegawa (Program Chair)
Health Sciences University of Hokkaido, 1757 Kanazawa Tobetsu-cho,
Ishikari-gun, Hokkaido061-0293 E-mail: hasepy55@gmail.com
Inquiry about presentation/papers before the convention:
Director of Academic Affairs (Conference Planning) Jro Takai
E-mail: jtakai@cc.nagoya-u.acjp
Inquiry about fees before the convention and any inquiry during the convention:
ExecutiveSecretary  Shigeru Takanaga ~ E-mail: takanaga@hiroshima-u.ac.jp
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Schedule

Day 1 Saturday, June 9

Room A (Small Hall 1)

Room B (DH3
Classroom)

Room C (DH2 Classroom)

Session 1
10:00-11:30

Panel (Political practice)

Matsushima

Chapter meeting &

L h Hokkaido (Small Hall 1), Tohoku (Small Hall 1), Kanto (Small Hall 1), Chubu (Small Hall 1), Kansai
unc
(DH3Classroom), Chugoku—Shikoku (DH3Classroom), Kyushu (DH2Classroom)
11:40-12:30
Session 2 Organizational and
Intercultural Communication o Panel (Rhetoric)
12:30 Interpersonal Communication

(13:00)-14:00

Morisaki

Nonaka

Koresawa

Room: Small Hall 1

14:10-15:00 General Assembly MC: Shigeru Takanaga Koichi Goshima (President of JCA)
15:10-17:50 Room: Small Hall 1
Ikuyoshi Mukaiyachi
Keynote Address
(Health Sciences University of Hokkaido / Urakawa Bethel House)
& his comrades
MC: Jiro Takai (Director of Academic Services, Nagoya University)
18:30— Conference Dinner Izakaya Rukku & Uohei (MC: Satoshi Hasegawa)

Day 2 Sunday, June 10

Room A (Small Hall 1)

Room B (DH3
Classroom)

Room C (DH2 Classroom)

Session 3
9:30 (10:00)-11:00

Division of Communication
Education

Panel

Igarashi

Political Communication

Morisaki

Rhetorical Communication

Aonuma

Session 4

11:10-12:40

Academic Services

Panel

Moriizumi

Special Panel

Yoshitake
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Chapter meetings will be held in the assigned rooms, as listed on the schedule of events.
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A variety of educational materials are to be displayed beside the reception desk.

& FHHOIER
RERXRKEOKENLBEDT-., BADFHUAL IO NI ENFEILFT, BETEDIZFHL
TS,

® BREODIEA
RERBERBABDICLA S - AVEZIVRR MNP REDERDEL HYEITDT, bz IF
ALEEN, SERFFEOIXETEELTEY FEA,



<Memo>



6 A9 A (1)

Saturday, June 9
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Sunday, June 10

Z{t 9:00~ Registration commencing at 9:00
B RS B=E 74554 Session
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Vulnerability in Resistance:
- A Japanese (Former) Hostage’s Body as Irony -

Naoki Kambe (Rikkyo University)
Nahoko Takato, a Japanese female aid worker, is one of the hostages taken captive in Iraq in 2004.
When Takato and other two civilians returned to Japan after being released, rather than being
welcomed with celebration and joy, they became the target of criticism. Takato, in particular, was
severely traumatized by the Japanese public and media and her body, in turn, exhibited her fragility,
defenselessness, powerlessness, and vulnerability to the entire nation. Although it has passed 14
years since the incident, Takato has never been freed from the trauma but still continues her
humanitarian aid work in Iraq. In this paper, I analyze visual and verbal texts of Takato’s vulnerable
body represented through various reports, photographs, videos, and interviews after the hostage
incident in 2004 and argue that her humanitarian aid is a response or resistance to her own
vulnerability, trauma, and marginalization in Japanese society. To support my argument, I follow
deconstructive and constructive functions of postmodern irony elaborated by Linda Hutcheon and
regard Takato’s vulnerable body as irony. In particular, I argue that the deconstructive function of
irony or the marginality of Takato’s vulnerable body through her mobility destabilizes meanings of
“proper” citizenship influenced by neoliberalism whereas the constructive function of irony or the
liminality through her “rebirth” in Iraq after the hostage crisis opens multiple spaces for her to

perform a new identity with a new meaning of humanitarian action.
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Vulnerability in Resistance:

— A Japanese (Former) Hostage’ s Body as Irony -

Naoki Kambe (Rikkyo University)

Nahoko Takato, a Japanese female aid worker, is one of the hostages taken captive in Iraq in
2004. When Takato and other two civilians returned to Japan after being released, rather than being
welcomed with celebration and joy, they became the target of criticism. Takato, in particular, was severely
traumatized by the Japanese public and media and her body, in turn, exhibited her fragility, defenselessness,
powerlessness, and vulnerability to the entire nation. Although it has passed 14 years since the incident,
Takato has never been freed from the trauma but still continues her humanitarian aid work in Iraq. In this
paper, I analyze visual and verbal texts of Takato’s vulnerable body represented through various articles,
photographs, videos, and interviews after the hostage incident in 2004 and argue that her humanitarian aid
or mobility is a response or resistance to her own vulnerability, trauma, and marginalization in Japanese
society.

To support my argument above, I attend to the following concepts: vulnerability, irony, and
mobility. First, I attend to a recent conceptualization of vulnerability. In recent years, an increased critical
attention has been paid to the nexus of vulnerability and resistance (e.g., Butler, Gambetti, & Sabsay, 2016;
Hagelin, 2013). For instance, Butler et al. (2016) argue that “modes of vulnerability . . . inform modes of
resistance” (p. 6). Similarly, Hagelin (2013) argues that a new model of vulnerability is queer, dispersive, and
interdependent which “has real potential to change the cultural assumptions about gender” (p. 18).
Following these authors, I regard vulnerability as a potentially enabling force which leads to resistance to
one’s vulnerability, traumas, and marginalization.

Second, I employ postmodern irony elaborated by Linda Hutcheon. Historically, irony has been
characterized by incongruity between literal and intended meanings; between what is expected and what
occurred (Foss & Littlejohn, 1985). Hutcheon (1992) extends this traditional irony and elaborates
deconstructive and constructive functions of irony: while the deconstructive stance “works to distance,
undermine, unmask, relativize, destabilize” meanings, the constructive stance “works to assert difference as
a positive and does so through double-talking doubled discourses” (p. 30). These functions of postmodern
irony can be applied not only to literary and visual arts but to other forms or modes of speech/discourse (e.g.,
Hutcheon, 1994). Employing these functions, I analyze the nexus of vulnerability and resistance represented
through Takato’s body.

Finally, I attend to the concept of mobility which is linked to government rule and neoliberalism
or techniques of governing through mobility and freedom (e.g., Packer, 2003). The fact that the three
civilians went to Iraq in spite of the Japanese government’s travel warnings seemed to motivate the harsh
public criticism toward them and, as a result, to make them vulnerable citizens. Besides these governing
techniques, the concept of mobility carries its own contradictions or gendered characteristics linked to

connotations such as progress, adventure, freedom, and liberation as well as those of resistance, deviance,
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and shiftlessness (e.g., Cresswell, 2006; Parkins, 2009). In fact, the former set of meanings is linked to
masculinity and, in turn, femininity tends to be seen as something static or immobile signifying home or
domesticity (Creswell & Uteng, 2008). For this reason, the latter set of meanings is related to the mobility of
women which is “always associated with processes of social disruption or change” (Parkins, 2009, p. 3). Given
these characteristics, I regard the mobility (e.g., going to Irag) and immobility (e.g., coming back to her home)
of Takato’s body as a visual metaphor reflecting (im)proper citizenship and femininity in contemporary
Japan.

Employing the recent conceptualization of vulnerability, Hutcheon’s postmodern irony, and the
concept of mobility carrying neoliberal and gendered connotations, I argue that the deconstructive function
of irony or the marginality of Takato’s vulnerable body through her mobility destabilizes meanings of “proper”
citizenship influenced by neoliberalism whereas the constructive function of irony or the liminality through
her “rebirth” in Iraq after the hostage crisis opens multiple spaces for her to perform a new identity with a

new meaning of humanitarian action.
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